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Thursday June 20, 2013 - AGBU Hye
Geen 20th Anniversary Presentations 
of Baruyr Sevag poetry, Gomidas
music: St. Leon Armenian Cathedral 
Glenoaks Boulevard Burbank, 
California





Tuesday, May 19, 2015 @ AGBU Vatche
& Tamar Manoukian Center (Pasadena, 
CA) LECTURE: A Century of Hope: The 
Struggle for Human Rights in the Middle 
East with Sarah Leah Whitson



Saturday, August 18, 2018 
@ AGBU Vatche & Tamar 
Manoukian Performing Arts 
Center, Pasadena, CA
Summer Luncheon : 
Sexual Harassment –
Understand, Prevent, 
Respond



Saturday, August 17 2019 @ 
AGBU Vatche & Tamar 
Manoukian Performing Arts 
Center, Pasadena, CA.
Summer Luncheon : Let’s Blow 
Away The Blues



Saturday, November 23 2019 @ 
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Performing Arts Center, Pasadena, 
CA.
Thanksgiving Luncheon and Feast : 
Let’s Gather Together





The AGBU Hye Geen is committed to securing the accomplishments of Armenian families –
especially of the Armenian women – by collecting, preserving and displaying the cultural 
objects, which convey the life of the Armenian woman. Objects include the following: literary 
books, arts, dresses, purses, costume jewelry, music, artifacts, embroidery, costumes, crafts, 
memorabilia (especially photos), personal biographies, letters, tapes, DVDs, family films, 
interviews with accomplished famous women. The concept is if today’s Armenian woman 
wants to show case her family memorabilia with the public, the AGBU Hye Geen would like 
to be the choice for the display.

The AGBU Hye Geen will open the permanent exhibit in the Winter 2014 for the public to 
view.

If you have any objects that you would like to donate, please contact the AGBU Alex 
Manoogian Complex in Pasadena at 626.794.7942. The organization will ensure that your 
donated item is safe, and display your name along with the date.



The AGBU Hye Geen established the first Armenian Women’s Heritage Center in 
the world in 1996, at the AGBU Alex Manoogian Complex in Pasadena, California.

The mission of the Heritage Center is to preserve the Armenian culture by responsibly 
collecting and organizing objects that represent the Armenian people, specifically the 
Armenian women. For centuries, Armenians have amassed wealth through objects and 
valuables only to be forced to leave them behind. During the 1915 Armenian 
Genocide, the Young Turks stole millions and valuables from Armenian families. 
Moreover, the mass migration of Armenians in the Middle East and in Armenia due to 
civil wars and/or economic and social unrest have triggered many Armenians to 
immigrate to new countries, thus leaving behind family 
treasures and objects of importance.



Among Hye Geen’s numerous projects, the yearly publication of 
the Hye Geen Magazine exemplifies Hye Geen’s vision. The 
publication provides a forum for writers to share their work with 
the Hye Geen audience not only in the United States but in 
Armenian Communities around the world. The Magazine which 
features articles in both English and Armenian reaches a 
diverse readership. Most importantly, the Magazine serves as an 
archival record for future generations, who will undoubtedly be 
offered valuable insight into the days and times of our 
generation.

Magazine



Magazines



Magazines



Events of AGBU Hye Geen
and 

Young Circle 



2009 AGBU Hye Geen Magazine



2009 AGBU Hye Geen Magazine

� Սփյուրքահայ Կին Գրողներ –
Պոլիս, Ֆրանսա, Իրան, 
Սուրիա, Լիբանան եւ
Ամերիկայի Միացեալ
Նահանգներ – Արձակ, 
Քերթուած եւ Հրապարակագիր

� Constantinople, France, Iran, 
Syria, Lebanon and United 
States of America – Prose, 
Poetry and Publicists 

� Archival summary of 
Armenian women writers in 
Diaspora up to 2009 



2010 AGBU Hye Geen Magazine



2010 AGBU Hye Geen Magazine



2014 AGBU Hye Geen Magazine



2014 AGBU Hye Geen Magazine

Հայ Կին
Editor’s Column

December 1, 1920 



AGBU Hye Geen Publishes 
her Accomplishments
The Armenian women’s 
movement started around 
the 1860ies in Istanbul when 
educated women in Europe 
demanded equality and 
freedom through their 
novels. The first such novel 
was Serpouhi Dusap’s
“Maida”.





AGBU Hye Geen
FILM 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=As-4Sj7bHlA&feature=youtu.be&t=1

AGBU Hye Geen preserves and honors the achievements of Armenian women and, promotes its 
role in family and society through research, education and advocacy.  Above all, AGBU Hye
Geen provides overall support to empowering women as carriers of Armenian cultural heritage.

With the changing needs of Armenians in the diaspora and motherland, AGBU Hye
Geen is committed to ensuring that the Armenian heritage is passed from one 
generation to the next while understanding the increasing demands and lifestyle 
changes of the community.

AGBU Hye Geen, as a non-governmental organization (NGO), values and is inspired by the 
United Nations. In 2002, the United Nations proclaimed eight Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) – ranging from radically reducing the poverty rates to reducing child 
mortality for impoverished countries – by the year 2015.  Given that the nation of Armenia 
has struggled with poverty, AGBU Hye Geen adopted many of the following MDGs into its 
own programming.



AGBU Hye Geen
and

United Nations Goals

� Through its representation and participation since 2003 at the UNITED NATIONS Annual 
NGO Conference in New York, AGBU Hye Geen always has supported and implements 5 
of the United Nations 8 Millennium Goals through its projects in Armenia and California. 

� * UN Millennium Goal 1: To reduce extreme poverty and hunger.

� * UN Millennium Goal 4: To reduce the mortality rate of children under the age of five

� * UN Millennium Goal 5: To improve maternal health and reduce maternal mortality rate 
by seventy five percent by 2015.

� * UN Millennium Goal 3: To promote gender equality and the empowerment of women in 
Armenia and around the world.

� * UN Millennium Goal 8: To create and educate a civil society to protect the rights of the 
people. 

� (listed by AGBU Hye Geen priority) 



The AGBU Hye Geen Young Circle organizes an annual conference on the Status of 
Armenian Communities Living in the United States. Each year, the group brings together 
researchers, educators, professionals and community groups to explore psychological, 
social, and cultural issues related to Armenians living in the United States.

Past conferences have focused on a variety of topics including media, television, mental 
health, women’s issues, music, and symbolism in art, architecture and design. Every year, 
the group strives to cover new topics that entice and impact the community. The AGBU Hye
Geen Young Circle has been producing the conference since 2004. As mentioned above, the 
AGBU Hye Geen Young Circle has partnered with Armenian American college students at 
various schools in the Los Angeles area.

We are very appreciative of our alumni of speakers and moderators who give their time, 
energy and knowledge to these conferences.



March 9, 2013

Hye Geen Los Angeles 
8th Annual 
Conference

“Cuisine: A Culture’s 
Ambassador”

Woodbury University
Fletcher Jones Auditorium









Thirteen women’s organizations join 
forces to pay homage to the survivors 
of the Armenian Genocide on the 
occasion of the hundredth 
anniversary. 
On January 17, 2015 at the 
Woodbury University in Burbank.

First time ever in Armenian history, thirteen 
women’s organizations cooperated for one 
whole year and respectfully honored our 
genocide victims.





AGBU HYE GEEN & YOUNG CIRCLE ORGANIZE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE



AGBU HYE GEEN & YOUNG CIRCLE ORGANIZE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

As higher education is increasingly 
regarded the pathway to the forefront 
of one’s chosen field, AGBU Hye Geen
and Young Circle, in partnership with 
Woodbury Student Association, have 
organized an International Conference 
on the theme of Armenian Youth and 
Higher Education: Challenges and 
Opportunities.
The speakers are known for their 
academic leadership experience and 
have distinguished themselves in the 
realm of higher education. We are 
proud to announce that the keynote 
speaker, Dr. Mary A. Papazian, 
currently President of Southern 
Connecticut State University, has just 
been appointed to head San Jose 
State University.



AGBU HYE GEEN & YOUNG CIRCLE ORGANIZE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

























AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s             
Centers

� Your donation to the AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers 
enables the delivery of high-quality pre and post natal care to 
families across Armenia.

� NURTURE – Covers the cost of 8 healthy meals and vitamins for 1 pregnant woman -
$25.00 USD 

� EDUCATE – Covers the cost of 1 month of self help courses for 4 pregnant 
women - $100.00 USD

� EMPOWER – Provides 1 year of care for pregnant woman and baby -
$250.00 USD

� ESTABLISH A New Center - $6,000 per year for 5 years – (Please team 
up with friends to support a center)

� Other Amount 



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

PREGNANT WOMEN CARE CENTERS

The AGBU Hye Geen in collaboration with Yerevan State University 
Sociology Department have established five Pregnant Women’s 
Care Centers in Armenia which includes one in Yerevan 
(headquarters), Vanadzor, Talin, Yeghvard and Charentzavan.

The goal of the Pregnant Women’s Care Centers is to provide basic 
nutritious food to socially insecure women during pregnancy and 
involve them in self-help groups. Moreover, the goal is to increase 
women’s awareness and develop parenting particularly relating to 
healthcare, parenting, pregnancy rights and other issues. Be sure 
to read about the history of our program.



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

� 1- Yerevan Center Est. 2012 (537 
newborns)

� 2- Vanadzor Center, Est. 2006 (1,460 
newborns), which also offers dentist  
services free of charge to the pregnant 
women involved in the project 

� 3- Talin Center Est. 2008 (728 
newborns)

4- Yeghvard Center Est. 2011 (468 
newborns) 

5- Charentsavan Center Est. 2017 
(128 newborns)

P.S. Gyumri Center Est. 2002 (324 
newborns) re-located to Talin in 2008. 



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

� 1- Yerevan Center Est. 2012 (537 newborns) 

� 2- Vanadzor Center Est. 2006 (1,460 newborns) 

� 3- Talin Center Est. 2008 (728 newborns)

� 4- Yeghvard Center Est. 2011(468 newborns)

5- Charentsavan Center Est. 2017 (468 newborns)

P.S. - Gyumri Center Est. 2002 (324 newborns) re-located 
to Talin in 2008. 

- Vanadzor’s Center offers dentist  services free of 
charge to the pregnant women involved in the project.



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

� To date, over 5,000 
babies born, over 
5,000 new moms 
educated and 
empowered

As of September 18, 2020



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

5,000 Nurtured 
Through the 
Pregnant 
Women’s Care 
Centers
As of September 18, 2020



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

� In all 5 centers, a new 
component has been 
added to the program,  to 
prepare young women and 
girls for marriage and 
motherhood.

� Today more than 300 
young women and girls 
have been trained

� As of September 18, 2020

�



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers
May 18, 2013 US Ambassador to Armenia John A. Heffern,

his wife Libby Dowling Heffern, Former Chairman of the AGBU
Western District Committee of California Haig Messirlian visited AGBU Hye Geen

Pregnant Women’s Center in Talin



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

• At each center, 20 women meet with a 
trained facilitator twice a week. There, the 
women receive training from subject matter 
experts so the pregnant women are better 
educated on how to raise their child.

• We are continually seeking donations –
persons or organizations to underwrite one 
of our existing centers.



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

1. Yerevan Center – Arshagouhi Tavitian Center –
Address: Koryun 1st lane, Apt 1A
Head: Nara Anahit Sahakyan
Tel: +37491789415
Social Worker L. Mkrtchyan
Tel: +37455193336,
Blog: https://tsnoghavarutyun.wordpress.com/about/

2. Vanadzor Center – TBD –City of Vanadzor,
Head: Ashot Karapetyan
Tel: +37499561514



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers

3. Talin Center – TBD – City of Talin,
Head: Ani Aslanyan
Tel: +37495005419

4. Yeghvard Center – The Nora Injijian Center presently 
Mike & Narine Mouradian Center – City of Yeghvard, 
Head: Armine Sardaryan
Tel: +37494365601

5. Charentsavan Center
City of Charentsavan



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers



AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant Women’s Centers





�
In 2011, the AGBU Hye Geen launched a TV program with the goal of 
educating recent Armenian immigrants who have moved to the Los 
Angeles area from the Middle East and Armenia.

Many of our new Armenian immigrants are vulnerable. Some barriers 
to adapting to the American culture include not knowing how to speak 
the English language (e.g., understanding what is being spoken), the 
lack of transportation to participate in community and civil society 
events, minimal financial resources, and the minimal supervision of 
children in certain public schools. Most new immigrants are so 
involved in their day-to-day survival that they are not even aware of 
what solutions might be available to them.



The mission of the AGBU Hye Geen TV is to help families cope with new trends 
and concepts. Furthermore, the mission of the program is to give the Armenian 
woman an opportunity to discuss her perspective of every day events through 
a wide distribution channel, the TV. Moreover, professional psychologists, 
educators, and community leaders are routinely invited to address the many 
different aspects of daily problems, which affect the family and create 
adversity.

The AGBU Hye Geen TV program is pre-taped and televised on AABCTV, and 
since 2020 on USArmenia channel every other Friday from 5-6 PM in the Los 
Angeles area. The program is usually hosted by Mary Mouradian and Lousineh
Nalbandyan.

If you have a program idea and/or would like to volunteer, please contact us.

















AGBU Hye Geen power point presentation, as of December 22, 2020, 
prepared by Varteni Yerjanian






